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BATMAN 

YEAR  ONE 

FRANK  MILLER 

AND 

DAVID  MA2ZUCCHELLI 


Adapted  from  the  works  of 
Bob  Kane,  Bill  Finger 
and  Jerry  Robinson 

CHAPTER  THREE: 
BLACK  DAWN 

Richmond  Lewis:  Colorist 
Todd  Klein:  Letterer 
Denny  O'Neil:  Editor 
Batman  created  by  Bob  Kane 
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Dear  Max  and  Denny. 

Very  Rood  set.  I  surf  would  like  to  see 
more  ot  your  work  (Mr.  Collins...  Oh. 
Denny,  I'm  nor  saving  anything  bad 
about  you)  in  BATMAN.  Great  intro  loi 
die  Miller  story. 

Would  it  really  be  wrong  (or  someone 
to  dress  up  like  a  hero  figure  and  imitate 
him  Iter?  I'm  not  saying  that  they  would 
go  around  breaking  the  law.  but  merely 
parade  around  acting  and  dressing  like 
someone  else.  It's  not  like  Wayne  has  a 
copyright  on  Batman:  il  he  did.  lie  would 
lose  his  alter  ego.  Just  something  to 

Me 

631  Stella  Dt. 

Decatur.  IL  62526 
HS.  tOlihli  Nooooooooo!  Vicky 
Vale????II!  Not  that  superficial  slime- 
stum  again.  How  can  Bruce  like  her?! 
Please  nooo  mooooore!!!) 

The  problem  with  dressing  up  like  a 
hero  figure,  in  this  case  Batman,  is  that 
persons  without  that  hero's  powers  or 
training  leave  themselves  vulnerable  to 
attacks  by  villains  of  that  hero.  Batman's 
never  going  to  get  anywhere  fighting 
crime  if  he's  constantly  coming  to  the 
rescue  of  costumed  admirers.  Who's 
responsibility  is  it  if  the  fan  dressing  up 
like  the  hero  is  hurt  by  the  hero's  enemies} 
The  hero’s,  for  being  the  inspiration,  or 
the  fan.  for  usurping  the  hero's  identity f 


Dear  DCers, 

There  are  a  lot  of  changes  going  on 
with  Batman.  I  would  like  to  add  tny  2c 
worth.  The  few  suggestions  that  I  have 
are.  1  believe,  reasonable  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  surroundin'  man. 

1)  Have  Batman  d  his  strict 
identity  to  Commi*  •  .<t  Cordon.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  a  great  cop  like 
Gordon  would  not  have  deduced  Bat¬ 
man's  ID  by  now.  It  could  make  both 
men's  jobs  somewhat  easier. 

2)  Return  the  style  of  uniform  that 
does  not  have  that  awful  yellow  oval.  It 

3)  Have  Batman  become  less  of  a 
"special  police  deputy"  and  more  of  a 
man  who  is  operating  outside  of  the  good 
graces  of  the  law  (although  Gordon 
would  be  unofficially  helping  and  asking 
for  the  help  of  the  Batman.  This  could 
make  it  interesting  if  some  other  law- 
enforcement  officer  learns  of  Cordon's 
relationship  with  Batman). 

4)  Kill  Harvey  Bullock.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  he  is  a  jerk  and  destructs  and 
detracts  from  the  story. 


A  couple  of  questions: 

Will  there  be  a  new  Huntress?  I  heard 
there  would  be  (one  that  wouldn't  have 
any  ties  to  Fatth-2),  but  I  haven't  heard 
anything  more.definite  lately.  Will  Julia 
Pennyworth  be  a  candidate  for  the  new 
Huntress? 

What  happened  to  Batman's  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  J1.A?  I  haven't  seen  him  in 
the  book  lately.  (Ol  course,  now  that  the 
Jl-A  is  going  through  changes,  this 
question  may  be  moot.)  Will  Batman 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  "nrw  Jl-A"? 
(It  would  seem  to  me  that  if  he's  going  to 
fit  into  a  group  at  all.  it  would  be  this 
"new  Jl-A"  that  is  suppostd  to  have  a 
more  international  flavor,  since  he 
believes  in  justice  over  the  letter  of  the 
law.) 

Herr’s  hoping  that  Batman  gets  even 
better  in  1987! 

Randy  Freeman 
P.O.  Box  -1086 
Riverside.  CA  91511-4086 

Answers: 

There  are  plans  fora  new  Huntress,  one 
who  will  probably  not  have  ties  to  the 
Batman.  So,  she's  not  Julia  Penny 

Batman’s  right  m  the  thick  of  things 
with  the  new  JL  (no  A t,  and  ALSO  the 
Outsiders,  so  he’s  a  very  busy  boy.  Tor 
* details .  check  out  copies  of  TUT. 
JUSTICE  LEAGUE  (no  America...)  or 
THF.  Ol ' TSIDER& .  (But  you're  all  such 
deiout  Batman  fans,  you  knew  that  and 
were  reading  both  books  already,  right T 
Good  i 


Dear  Bat-Men, 

I  felt  a  need,  a  compulsion  to  drop  you  a 
note  about  "One  Batman  Too  Mans. 
This  wasa  brilliant  effort  by  both  Collins 
and  Cowan  and  was  a  fine  example  ol 
great  teamwork.  The  writing  and  the  an 
meshed  perfectly  together;  I  could  feel  the 
spirit,  the  courage  and  the  need  that 
Tommy  Carina  and  Brute  Wayne  feel 
about  the  Batman. 

This  was  a  scary  story  as  Carina's  only 
way  to  ding  to  his  Batman  identity  was  to 
steal  a  costume  and  the  Batmobtle.  while 
Bruce  Wayne  could  be  stark  naked  and 
stripfatf  of  all  his  crime-fighting  equip¬ 
ment  and  still  be  the  true  Batman.  1  hope 
that  we'll  see  more  stories  bv  the 
Collins  Cowan  team;  1  hale  to  think  that 
I'll  never  see  such  a  fine  effort  again.  F.ven 
though  I  feel  for  Carma.  i  hope  that  he 
never  escapes  to  menace  Batman  again.  I 
would,  however,  like  to  see  Bruce  Wayne 
visit  him  every  so  often,  helping  him  to 


reallirm  his  true  identity,  perhaps  giving 
Wayne  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to 
reform  and  rehabilitate  one  of  his  foes, 
giving  him  that  spark  of  happiness  that 
he  so  desperately  needs. 

Fred  deBoum 
9372  Tidewater  Circle 
Huntington  Beach.  C\  92616 
I’ou  'll  obviously  be  seeing  Max’s  work 
again  soon.  Fred,  immediately  after 
BATMAN:  YEAR  ONE  is  completed,  as 
Max  begins  his  run  as  writer  of  BAT 
MAN.  Tor  more  of  Denys'  work,  take  a 
look  at  THE  QUESTION,  whuli  has 
some  incredible  art  by  Denys  Cowan  and 
Rick  Magyar,  along  with  words  by  some 
guy  named  O’Neil.  (FJiT  What's  that L 
Oh,  excuse  me:  along  with  AMAZING¬ 
LY  STUPENDOUS  PROSE:  BY  THE 
El  ER-TALENTF.D  GENIUS.  DENNIS 
O'NEll.H!  ( Will  you  let  my  arm  go  now. 
Den?)  THE.  QUESTION  is  aimed  at  more 
mature  readers,  so  it  might  not  interest  all 
of  you  who  read  BA  TMAN.  but  if  you 
think  it's  up  your  alley  (no.  not  Crime 
Alley,  another  one),  take  a  look. 


Dear  Denny. 

I  onjoved  BATMAN  »402.  Obviously 
Max  Collins  is  in  touch  with  the  Batman 
and  is  also  in  touch  with  the  Batman 
which  DC  wishes  to  emphasize  in  the 
immediate  future. 

1  disagree  entirely,  however,  with  Brut  c 
Wayne's  categoriring  of  killings  and  the 
rationalizations  to  which  he  subscribes. 
First,  killing  is  killing,  pure  and  simple 
It  is  a  mere  act  which,  standing  alone,  has 
no  moral  value  at  all.  Only  when  placed 
intoa  context  does  moral  value  attach.  In 
a  time  ol  war.  one  who  kills  is  a  here.  at 
other  times,  he  may  be  the  most  heinous 
ol  villains. 

Bruce  Wayne  seizes  upon  this  use  of 
context  as  a  source  of  morality  and.  in  my 
opinion,  he  deludes  himself.  Admitting 
to  being  a  killer  himself.  Bruce  claims  he 
has  done  so  only  in  self-defense;  therefoie 
his  killings  are — to  him— excusable 
Tommy  Carma.  on  the  other  hand,  is  a 
"murderer."  referred  to  as  "lice  who 
snuff(s)  out  human  life  like  it's  worth 
nothing  at  all." 

Sorry,  Bruce,  but  w  hen  it  comes  to  kill¬ 
ing.  Tommy  Carma  is  no  better  ot  worse 
than  you.  As  far  as  the  self-delense  bit 
goes.  1  posit  the  following;  in  the  sense 
that  Carma.  like  you.  is  a  citizen  ol 
Gotham— a  synergistic  communitv 
which  is  derived  from  the  sum  of  its  parts, 
he  is- as  much  a  part  of  Gotham  as 
Gotham  is  of  him  and  vice  versa.  Conse- 
quentlv.  by  seeking  out  and  eliminating 


those  rant  struts  elements  which  threaten 
to  destrov  Gotham,  is  not  Carma  killing 
in  sell-de(ense?  He  kills  to  prone  t 
Gotham,  its  citizenry.  himself. 

Ol  course,  you  could  argue  that  society 
cannot  (unction  if  masked  vigilantes  are 
permitted  to  roam  the  darkened  streets 
and.  acting  as  police,  judge,  jury  and 
e\e«  titioner,  destroy  <  riminals  as  they  (the 
vigilantes)  see  (it.  That  is  a  point  well 
taken,  but  hardly  well  oflered  in  defense 
of  the  Dark  knight.  Bruce  may  not 
intend,  in  adirrrt  sense,  to  go  out  and  kill, 
but  by  seeking  out  ev  il-doers  and  thrust¬ 
ing  himself  into  the  fray,  he  often  creates 
the  situation  which  forces  him  to  kill  in 
"self-defense." 

1  angentieally.  (hough  we  could  chalk 
this  up  to  typical  mass  media  hy|>e  and 
misrepresentation.  the  comparison 
between  Carma ‘s  Batman  and  Bernard 
Gortr  is  misplaced.  Though  lire  facts 
have  yet  to  be  determined  by  a  jury,  the 
story  as  I  understand  it  is  that  Coetz  was 
minding  his  own  business  on  a  subway 
when  he  was  accosted  by  youths.  In  uuc 
self-defense,  he  retaliated  with  a  hand- 
gun.  Assuming  this  story  to  be  true.  Goetz 
is  hardly  similar  to  a  man  who  went  out 
specifically  to  find  trouble,  and  then  deal 
death  to  its  perpetrators. 

Ihere  is  a  whole  lot  in  this  story :  I  hope 
that  is  what  you  intended.  Moral  and 
ct  hie  al  di  lemmas  abound  in  it.  I  also  hope 
that  you  receive  letters  more  eloquent 
than  mine  whichcan  spark  what  could  be 
a  lively  debate  on  the  Batman,  his  mind 
and  his  methods. 

Mic  McConnell 
1910  J>  Suet  Rd. 

Richmond.  VA  23229 


I  still  have  no  idea  whether  ot  not 
Batman  will  have  a  regular  artist 'writer 
team  after  the  Miller  Mazzuerhelli  stories 
have  been  completed,  but  maybe  having  a 
revolving  series  of  collaborators  is  the 
way  to  go.  The  Batman  seems  to  be  every¬ 
one’s  favorite  character,  and  with  people 
like  Harlan  Ellison  and  Max  Allan 
Collins  itching  to  give  their  own  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  human  and  mythical 
aspects  of  the  Batman,  this  book  will 
never  (all  into  a  nit.  The  exploration  of 
vigilantism  in  BATMAN  *402.  while  not 
as  exciting  as  the  DARK  KNIGHT 
stories,  was  more  intellectually  stimulat¬ 
ing  than  Frank  Miller’s  one-sided 
polemics.  The  villain  in  this  story  may 
have  been  a  nut.  but  he  was  not  a  one¬ 
dimensional  buffoon  like  most  ol  Bat¬ 
man’s  adversaries  in  DARK  KNIGHT, 
and  the  internal  conflicts  Batman  con¬ 
fronts  in  this  story  are  not  easily  dis¬ 
missed.  1  enjoy  fun  stories  like  the  Magpie 
adventure  last  issue,  but  1  want  to 
encourage  you  to  do  more  stones  that 
delve  into  Batman's  nature.  Not  only  is 
Batman  a  popular  character,  he  is  an 
increasingly  relevant  one.  Here  in  Cali¬ 
fornia.  there  isacampaign  to  unseat  three 
state  supreme  court  justices,  primarily 
because  they  do  not  support  the  death 
penalty.  This  effort  is  getting  a  lot  of 
support,  mostly.  I  suspect,  from  people 
like  Tommy  Carina's  partner  at  the  ware¬ 
house.  the  guy  with  the  ’’snuff  ’em" 


attitude.  If  the  arguments  being  put 
forward  in  this  political  campaign  had  as 
much  depth  as  this  comic  book  story,  it 
might  be  possible  lor  me  to  take  politics 
more  seriously.  As  it  is,  inavbe  comic 
books  will  start  being  taken  more  serious- 
Iv.  al  least  as  long  as  they  're  as  mature  and 
provocative  as  BATMAN  »402. 

John  Egan 
1557  New  lands  Ave. 

Burlingame.  CA  94010 


Dear  Denny. 

With  no  regular  creative  team  set  after 
issue  *407.  1  would  hope  you  can  make 
the  right  decision  as  to  whom  you  want  to 
write  and  draw  BATMAN  every  month. 
You  realize,  of  course,  that  about  the  only 
logical  choice  is  Frank  Miller.  With 
Frank  at  the  helm  of  Batman,  your  sales 
will  skyrocket!  Frank  draws  Batman 
better  than  anyone  I’ve  ever  seen  (David 
Mamirrhelli’s  Batman  looks  real  good, 
though).  Frank  is  one  of  the  best  writers, 
ever,  in  comics  also.  Denny,  please.  1  beg 
you.. .!  Get  Miller  to  do  Batman  lot  a  long 
time!  If  Frank  doesn't  want  to  draw  it  (I 
hope  not!),  please  get  David  Ma/rur- 
< belli  to  do  the  art. 

Is  it  possible  to  get  Barry  Windsor  - 
Smith  and  Arthur  Adams  to  do  a  fill-in 

Thank  you  very  mut  h  (or  listening  to 
my  comments. 

Brian  Stillman 
Box  27 
Ukiah.  OR  97880 

IVr  do  haie  a  regular  creative  team  set. 
Brum,  as  announced  last  issue:  Max  Allan 
Collins  and  Chris  Warner.  Having  Frank 
stay  would  also  be  great,  but  he's  going  to 
take  his  talents  another  way  for  now. 


Hi.  Guys) 

I've  been  struggling  the  last  few  days  to 
try  to  find  specific  reasons  that  1  enjoyed 
BATMAN  *402  so  muc  h.  The  story  was 
good  and  the  characterization  of  Batman 
was  excellent.  Max  gave  us  a  look  into  the 
mind  of  the  Batman.  Stories  that  do  this 
are  the  best  Batman  stories.  What  drives 
Batman's  hatred  of  crime  and  love  of 
justice  so  many  years  after  his  parents' 
deaths  is  much  more  interesting  than 
Bruce's  romances.  Catwoman.  Robin,  etc . 
1  would  be  happy  just  to  have  stories  with 
fi.um.in.  Commissioner  Cordon  and 
Alfred,  but  1  suspect  most  of  your  other 
readers  wouldn’t. 

1  would  like  to  suggest  that  next  year 
vou  try  reviving  the  tradi  lion  of  a  Batman 
Christmas  store  Since  Max  Collins  did 
such  a  good  job  on  issue  *402.  t  would 
like  to  be  the  first  to  suggest  that  Max 
write  the  story. 

Michael  Marz 
313  N.  Third  Ave.  W  *1 
Duluth.  MN  55806 

Max ?  How  about  a  Christmas  story  for 
Michael*  Well,  it's  time  to  leave  once 
again;  so  long  for  now,  and  don  ’( forget  to 
use  the  Yellow  Pages  ...  see  ya. 

— Barbara 


FROM  THE  DEN 


Ot  all  the  tad  words  ot  tongue  or  pen 
The  saddest  ere  these:  It  might 


Tbii  was  to  be  the  column  In  which  I 
told  you  all  about  the  plans  Max  Collins 
and  Chris  Warner  have  for  the  Batman— 
and  some  plan*  they  are. 

But  if  you  look  elsewhere  in  this  letters 
page,  you'll  set  a  hugr  block  of  space  full 
of  tiny  prim  ostemilify  declaring  the 
circulation  truths  of  this  magazine.  The 
law  requires  us  to  prim  this  stuff  once  a 
year. 

Leaving  us  very  little  room  lor  any¬ 
thing  else. 

Fch. 

Can't  promise  I’ll  trll  you  what  Max 
and  Chris  have  in  mind  next  time,  either. 
Because  there  won’t  be  a  letters  page  in 
BATMAN  *407.  There  will  be.  we’re 
pretty  sure,  something  you'll  like  a  lot 
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